ANNE-MARIE PROULX
(QUÉBEC)

We came with sugar, pieces of string, birdhouses,
styrofoam balls. Something to eat, something
that ties, something for sheltering the living,
something made of transformed materials.
We find ourselves with all this in a
space: that of a gallery, a class, or a territory.
We know we are there for learning, for
knowledge and skills to be passed on. There
will probably be something to build; certainly
there will be something to experience.
Having come from different directions, we
could be a few or a gathering of many. We will
come back alone, too; it’s necessary sometimes.
Before we do anything else, we take the time
to talk, to exchange ideas, to give each other
instructions, and to give ourselves liberties,
too. As soon as we set to work we see how
we all do things our own way—by repeating
characteristic gestures, by following familiar
paths. Even when we have made our decisions
together and even if we envision a common
goal, we realize that each of us gives it a
distinct form, that ideas, when given a chance
to exist, transform themselves and us as well.
And so we will let go of our preconceptions,
set aside what we know too well, and make
room for wandering, experimentation, and the
unexpected. Our gestures will be clumsy, our
points of reference will have to be relocated.
There will be times when we will be surprised,
pressured, or vulnerable. When we will judge
and be judged. We will observe others’ ways
of doing things and become aware that it is
also we who do things otherwise. We will
learn to know ourselves, noticing that we
don’t all think the same way, that we don’t see
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the same details, that we don’t have the same
traits. We’ll finally understand that what we
can bring about together is what no one could
have imagined being able to create alone.
It is in this way that sugar will turn into sand,
that string will allow us to trace forms, that
birdhouses will become markers along the
way, that we will see snowflakes in styrofoam
balls. And this is how we will become friends.
Beyond what we can create, there is what
creates itself. Beyond a work that may or may not
materialize, there are the marks that creation
leaves on us and around us. Because knowing
what to do must lead to knowing how to be, it
is not enough to learn to make something that
one would call art or a work of art, one must
also learn to be an artist. The artist is a role
to play in a community, a person to be in the
world. The space of creation is thus also a space
of learning, of openness, and of connection.
And this space follows us everywhere we go.
- Anne-Marie Proulx
--Anne-Marie Proulx is an artist, author and
researcher who lives and works in Québec city.
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November 15th - December 15th
2018

Tribute to François Morelli — A Skol and Artexte co-presentation
Exhibition and performance workshop at Skol : November 15th – December
15th, 2018.
Lecture at Artexte: November 28th, 5:30 p.m.
Closing event at Skol: December 15th, 2:00 p.m.

As François Morellli prepares to retire from his position of professor
at Concordia University, Skol and Artexte wish to pay tribute to the
pedagogical work of this leading figure of Action Art in Québec.
Through the presentation of a lecture and an exhibition-laboratory that
echoes the notions of passage, movement, and transformation inherent in the
artist’s work, this event underscores Morelli’s contributions to the Montreal
arts community, while insisting on his vibrant artistic practice and his
continued pedagogical practice beyond the institution.
As an artist and educator who has left his mark on the Montreal arts scene,
Morelli has pursued a trans-disciplinary practice since 1976, incorporating
drawing, installation, performance, printmaking and sculpture. At Skol, he
creates an experimental space based on the fluidity of relations between
process and dissemination as well as between his pedagogical and artistic
approaches.
During his exhibition, Morelli gives a workshop to fifteen members of Skol.
The workshop is part personal study and part group work. On weekdays,
works produced by the group are exhibited at Skol. Every Saturday, all
members of the group meet in the gallery and share the state of their
research through drawing, in a session that is open to the public.
More infos: www.skol.ca
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